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About The Organizers

The prize captures the spirit of what both CCIEE and 
the Paulson Institute wants for the future of China, the 
US, and the world – economic growth that improves, 
not sacrifices, quality of life.

 —Henry M. Paulson, Jr.

The Paulson Institute and CCIEE

CCIEE 
The China Center for International Economic 
Exchanges (CCIEE), founded in 2009, is a 
comprehensive association with the mission 
of promoting international economic research 
and exchanges. CCIEE attracts experienced 
economic researchers and collaborates with 
economic researchers across various fields. It 
operates under the guidance and supervision 
of the National Development and Reform 
Commission (NDRC) in terms of its business 
scope and is registered in the Ministry of Civil 
Affairs. For more information, please visit www.
cciee.org.cn

For any questions regarding submissions, 
please contact: prize@paulsoninstitute.org

The Paulson Institute
The Paulson Institute is a "think and do" tank 
that promotes environmental protection and 
sustainable development in the United States 
and China, while advancing bilateral economic 
relations and cross-border investment. Established 
in 2011 by Henry M. Paulson, Jr., the Institute 
is committed to the principle that today’s most 
pressing economic and environmental challenges 
can be solved only if the United States and China 
work in complementary ways. The non-partisan 
institute is headquartered at the University 
of Chicago and has offices in Washington and 
Beijing. Working with partners around the globe, 
the Institute focuses on research, programs, and 
advocacy that promote increased economic activity 
to spur job creation, smart urban growth and 
responsible environmental policies. Additionally, 
our Think Tank publishes scholarship from global 
thinkers on economic and environmental issues 
of relevance to China and the world. Please visit 
www.paulsoninstitute.org to learn more. 

To access the 
submission form, 
please scan here
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The Paulson Institute, in cooperation with the China Center for 
International Economic Exchanges (CCIEE), launched the Paulson 
Institute and CCIEE Prize for Cities of the Future in 2013. This 
prize is awarded annually to a sustainability project in China 
that demonstrates a creative, scalable and effective solution to a 
critical urbanization challenge.

The purpose of the Paulson Institute and CCIEE Prize for Cities 
of the Future is to inspire bold and sustainable solutions to the 
myriad challenges stemming for China’s urbanization. The prize 
is meant to inspire those on the frontlines of China’s urbanization 
drive to scale the prize winning solutions and foster new thinking 
for how China can urbanize sustainably. 

The award committee is made up of prominent Chinese and 
American leaders in the fields of conservation, development, 
economics, and finance. They identify and review eligible 
projects, analyze and compare their merits against the award’s 
criteria, and ultimately select the winning project. 

Richard M. Daley
Former Mayor 
of Chicago, Jury 
Committee Chairman

Zhuang Weimin
Dean, Architecture 
School, Tsinghua 
University

The Jury Committee

Huang Nubo
Chairman, 
Beijing Zhongkun 
Investment Group

How to Enter?

Mao Zhibing
Chief Engineer, China 
State Construction 
Engineering 
Corporation Ltd 
(CSCEC)

Hal Harvey
CEO, Energy 
Innovation

Pan Jiahua
Director, General, 
Institute for Urban 
& Environmental 
Studies, CASS

NGOs, businesses, and other institutions that are engaged in 
sustainability initiatives and projects in China are invited to 
submit an application which can be found on the Paulson Institute 
website (bit.ly/2015CitiesPrize). Applicants should be passionate and 
committed to making a positive impact on Chinese cities, citizens, 
and the environment. The deadline for submission is May 15, 2015.

As part of the evaluation process, the jury will visit and inspect 
projects before deciding on a winning project. The award will be 
presented in Beijing in October 2015. Submissions should meet the 
following criteria: 

About the Prize

2014 Winner
On November 10, 2014, in Beijing, the Paulson 
Institute and CCIEE awarded the second annual 
Paulson Institute and CCIEE Prize for Cities of the 
Future to the Shenzhen International Low-Carbon 
City project. The jury committee, led by former 
Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley, selected the 
project based on its comprehensive and forward-
thinking approach to the design, planning and 
implementation of a large low-carbon city.

Located in an underdeveloped neighborhood of 
Shenzhen, the Low-Carbon City project stands 
out from other urban projects in China because its 
planners took into careful consideration the people 
living in the district as they planned its rejuvenation. 
Instead of tearing down existing buildings and 
moving residents out to build new towers, 
the project made key investments to upgrade 
buildings and old factories, while improving the 
environment (such as cleaning up the local river). 
Those improvements are encouraging the organic 
development of high-end, low-carbon industrial 
projects and economic development that focuses on 
the needs of the local people.

The prize provides an incentive for developing innovative, 
sustainable solutions and promotes collaboration between 
China and the US. It is about encouraging leaders – 
economic, political, and otherwise, to push for practical 
solutions to real challenges.

 —Henry M. Paulson, Jr.

2015 Prize
This year’s Prize will be $50,000 and a trophy created 
by a Chinese glass artist. The Prize will be awarded 
to representatives from the winning nomination by 
Paulson Institute Chairman Hank Paulson and CCIEE 
Chairman Zeng Peiyan in October 2015 in Beijing. The 
ceremony, widely attended by Western and foreign 
media and sustainability experts, will be followed by a 
celebratory dinner.  

The winning submission 
must be comprehensive and 
pioneering, well scalable and 
replicable in China and other 
countries struggling with urban 
encroachment into rural areas.

— Richard M. Daley 
 (Former Major of Chicago)

Shenzhen International Low-Carbon City, the 2014 Prize Winner

Sustainable
The fundamental criteria for a 
prize winner is incorporating and 
leveraging sustainable products, 
technologies and practices in 
the solution. Sustainability must 
underpin the project’s goals and 
implementation.

A Solution to  
a Discreet Challenge
Sustainable urbanization presents 
challenges across numerous 
sectors. Our prize seeks solutions 
in the following categories: water, 
conservation, transportation, 
climate change mitigation, 
building energy efficiencies, and 
air quality improvement. Prize 
winners will have identified a 
discreet challenge in one of these 
categories and developed and 
applied a bold solution.

Bold, but Effective
Prize winners will not only 
demonstrate boldness or 
innovation, but also have a 
proven track record of effectively 
meeting the challenge. The 
proven track record criteria 
should not limit new projects 
from applying, however. Jurors 
will also consider projects that 
are only recently underway, 
particularly if those projects have 
been able to attract financing or 
strong government support.

Scalable
China’s enormous size – in 
terms of population, geography 
and economy – coupled with the 
scope of the urbanization drive 
necessitates solutions that can 
be applied broadly throughout 
the country.

*Seventh Juror TBC
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